
Michigamme Township

Planning Commission Minutes

January 13,2022

Present: David Niemi, Julia Leake, Jan Anderson, Ruth Starr, Jason McCarthy (Zoning Administrator)

Absent: Terry McBride

Guests: Roger Zappa, Beth Koenig, Rhonda Boshears, William Seppanen, Chet DeRoche, Nicole Haskett,

Don Peterson, Caron Christopherson, Gina Niemi, Raymond Butler, Diana Perry

Call to Order: 5:30 pm

I. Pledge of Allegiance

II. Approval of Agenda: Motion to approve: Ruth Starr, Second: David Niemi, Motion passes.

III. Approval of Minutes of December 2,2022: Motion to Approve: Ruth Starr, Second: David Niemi,

Motion passes.

IV. Old Business

A. Sign Ordinance - no action

B. Small Animals Ordinance

1. Jason McCarthy provided language for revision of Proposed Small Animal Ordinance

2. No action - More revisions needed to ensure the ordinance is enforceable

C. Marijuana Ordinance

1. Roger Zappa, Township Attorney, clarified specific changes in the proposed ordinance he felt

were necessary

2. No action by Planning Commission - More information needed to make a good decision

3. Public Information Session to be scheduled on January 26,2022, at 6:00 pm

D. Master Plan

1. Jason McCarthy recommends using Ryan Soucy to rewrite the plan

2. Planning Commission members received copies of the 2017 Community Development Survey

and were asked to recommend items that should be included in the new development

survey.

3. Survey must be ready to be included in the May mailing of the Township Newsletter.

E. New Vacation Home Rental Applicant

1. Jonathan Houseman

2. Planning Commission feels there is no problem with the contact person living 35 miles away.

3. The application needs to be voted for approval at the next planning commission meeting.

V. New Business

A. New Zoning Permits Issued - none

B. Change is use of Zoom: According to State Law, a member of the Planning Commission cannot

participate or be counted for a quorum if attending via Zoom.

C. New Community Development Survey: To be written by the Planning Commission before April.

D. Lakeshore Preservation Webinar presented by EGLE: Julia Leake and Jan Anderson will attend.

VI. Correspondence: None

VII. Public Comment - Considerable public comment regarding the changes to the Marijuana

Ordinance. Individuals felt the need for a Public Forum.

VIII. Next meeting: February 10, 2022, at 5:30



MIchigamme Township Planning Commission

Minutes of May 12, 2022

Present: Julia Leake, Terry McBride, Jolene Klumpp, Kay Frisk, Ruth Starr, (Zoning Administrator Erin

Bertucci)

Call to order: 1800 hours

I. Pledge to Allegiance.

II. First order of business: Discussion; Motion to elect Jolene Klumpp as Chair Person by Julia Leake;

Second: Kay Frisk. Motion to elect Terry McBride as Secretary; Motion by Jolene Klumpp Second by

Ruth Starr.

III. No minutes to approve.

IV. Old Business:

1. No photos received from Chet DeRoche about blighted property near Arflln Lake reference

December 2"^ 2021 minutes.

2. Copies of sign ordnance handed out to board for new members to review.

3. March 21,2022 letter not renewing Mr. McCarthy's contract signed by William Seppanen.

V. New Business:

1. Blight mentioned by Jolene Klumpp In reference to houses needing a painting. Erin gave an update

reference nothing can be done about house painting. New blight worksheet passed out. Blight plan to

be worked out after Dumpster Days. Erin mentioned to advertise to the public and walk around as a

Quorum.

Erin spoke about Ely and Tllden townships complaint system; does not solve the problem. Delicate

balance between neighbors. Julia spoke reference construction projects that need to be finished and

passed out Planning Commission Annual report for 2021.

2. Shipping containers falls under garages. Erin recommended ordinance needs to be

accomplished. (Solar and wind In the near future)

3. Julia copied and distributed Erin's agreement for zoning services beginning April 1, 2022 for one

year. Terms and duties explained.

4. Erin handed out copies of Zoning Administrator Report. Spoke for 20 minutes reference results,

actions and up to date approvals. Site Visits, Red Road, and Brown Road next week. She verifies

setbacks. Arflln lake sauna needing to be 20 feet away from lake and garage building.

Conditional use permit: letters, newspaper and public hearing. 3 dogs only utilizing state of

Michigan Ordinance.

5. Homework: Review 5 year township survey development plan (most Important). Review animal

ordinance, sign ordinance, master plan and recreational plan.



6. Smaller version of zoning map requested by board.

VI. Correspondence: None

VII. Public comment:

1. Reference who to call when a complaint arises to the Supervisor: Call Erin at (906) 362-9799.

2. Barking dogs, number of cars in the yard, painting a house concern when one can't afford to.

3. Mother in law had worker volunteers help her to clean up trash.

VIII. Adjournment: 1933 hrs

IX: Next Meeting: June 9,2022























Michigamme Township Planning Commission 

Minutes from November 10, 2022 

Called to Order: Meeting was called to order by Chair Jolene Klumpp, followed by Pledge of 

Allegiance. 
 

Members Present: Kay Frisk, Julia Leake, Terry McBride, Ruth Starr, Jolene Klumpp: Absent 

Zoning Administrator Erin Bertucci. 

Approval of Agenda: Julia Leake motioned to approve the Agenda for November 10, 2022; 2
nd 

by Ruth Starr. 5 Ayes, 0 Nays; Motion passed. 

Approval of Minutes: Ruth Starr motioned to approve minutes from October 13, 2022, 2nd by 

Julia Leake. Five Ayes, O Nays: Motion passed. 

Correspondence: Carolyn Hendrickson Petition for a Variance from Zoning Administration Erin 

Reference Chairperson Jolene. 
 

Board Comment: None. 

 

Old Business: 

 
A) Blight Ordinance update from Jolene. Blight letters to go out. Lengthy Discussion. 

B) Reference cover letter for survey, no self-addressed envelope: Need to hire CUPPAD to 

compile survey. 

C) After 5 pm By-Laws working group: Motion to approve Planning Commission By-laws by 

Julia and 2nd by Kay: Five Ayes, 0 Nays: Motion passed. 

 
New Business: 

 

A) Wind Energy: Jolene mentioned NMU is reaching out. Kay provided L'Anse Township 

Zoning Ordinance. Homework was to compare to our rough draft. 

B) December 8th meeting rescheduled to Dec 7th. 

C) Laura Mattson for Secretary update reference Conflict of interest. 

D) Land Bank Discussion. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT {3 Minute time limit): None 

ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned at 7:47 pm. 

'Next Meeting: Dec 7, 2022; 6:00 pm 

John T. McBride, Secretary Nov 16, 2022 



Michigamme Township Planning Commission 

 
Minutes from November 15, 2022, Special Meeting/Working Group 

 

Call to Order: Meeting was called to order 9:06 am by Chair Jolene Klumpp, followed by Pledge 

of Allegiance. 
 

Members Present: Julia Leake, Terry McBride, Kay Frisk, Ruth Starr, Jolene Klumpp: 
 

Approval of Agenda: Julia motioned to approve the work session Agenda, 2
nd 

by Terry. All 

in favor, 5 Ayes, 0 Nays; Motion passed. No minutes to approve: 
 

Correspondence: None 
 

Board Comment: Julia reported she and Terry researched top ten blight violators on 13 Nov for 

the working group preparation. Julia coordinated that session with Supervisor Boshears. 
 

Old Business: None 
 

New Business: 

 
A)  Julia called Cindy Dodge from MTA, and all board members heard her comments from the 

speaker phone and some asked her questions: Blight is not a zoning problem; need an 

ordinance blight officer; Planning Commission has nothing to do with blight; we need a 

general ordinance enforcer, blight is an ordinance. Two job descriptions, Ordinance 

Enforcement and Zoning Administrator. Lengthy discussion reference Erin's job 

description. 

B) Julia made a motion that we per recommendation from MTA Cindy Dodge table the active 

blight compliance process until hiring a new zoning enforcement officer. Seconded by 

Kay: All in favor, Five ayes O nays: Motion passed. 

C) Adding 366 E. Main St. to dangerous bldg. list: Property ID 52-09-319-021-00; Kay made a 

motion to let Supervisor Boshears add another dangerous building to the list. 366 E. Main 

St. Seconded by Terry. All in favor, Five ayes O nays: Motion passed. Updated Letter to 

Supervisor by McBride. 

D) GOOD NEWS: Julia received a call from the "Grant Lady'' of Marquette County Land Bank. 

She will be back in town after the 18th and will confer with our board. What's the 

process? Need pictures? If she attends our board let's be ready with some info! 

E) Julia will call the railroad reference that dilapidated bldg. on railroad St. 

F) Lengthy discussion of boats in yard at 316 W. Main St; (Daniel Mattson) property ID #52- 

09-520-015-00. Discussed Nov 10, 2022 zoning report with established ordinance. We 

Relocated out of the office at 10:38 am and had to regroup. Worked on language of letter 

with Chair Jolene to type and mail. Ruth made a motion to mail approved letter certified 

to Mr. 



Daniel Mattson 310 W. Railroad St. concerning Zoning Compliance Permit dated 11/3/22. 

Seconded by Julia, all in favor. 5 ayes O nays: Motion passed. 

G) Carolyn Hendrickson's Petition for a Variance with no payment fee. Again a very lengthy 

discussion. Letter by Chair to be sent with fee schedule to Mesa, AZ address. Motion by 

Kay to send letter to Carolyn Hendrickson in reference to Petition for Variance with fee 

schedule. Second by Julia, all in favor, 5 Ayes, 0 Nays: Motion passed. 

H)  Reference conflict of interest (Laura Mattson), Chair Jolene to complete minutes for next 
board because of our need of a secretary. Julia motioned to have Chair Jolene tape 

record minutes for December meeting to include Agenda. Seconded by Ruth. All in favor, 5 

Ayes, O Nays. Motion Passed. 

 

Public Comment: Debbie Kinnunen, prior Administrator Assistance offered her knowledge 

from past employment to solve numerous questions/discussions. Debbie additionally 

offered to transcribe the minutes for the board. 

 

Adjournment: 11:29 

 

Next Meeting: Dec 7, 2022 

 
John T. McBride, Secretary 16 Nov 2022 



Michigamme Township Planning Commission 
 

Minutes from December 7, 2022 
 

Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 6:01 by Chair Jolene Klumpp, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Members Present: Jolene Klumpp, Kay Frisk and Julia Leake 
 
Approval of Agenda: Chair J. Klumpp wanted to have public comment added after 
correspondence before board comment on a regular basis. Motion made by K. 
Frisk to approve the agenda with the addition of public comment on agenda items 
only. Seconded by J. Leake, All in Favor 
 
Approval of Minutes: Motion made by J. Leake and seconded by K. Frisk to 
approve the minutes from November 10th with the addition of J. Klumpp to the 
members present and under New Business “H” change Dr. Jolene to J. Klumpp on 
two spots. For the November 15th minutes the addition of J. Klumpp to members 
present and under New Business item “F” change the word “booted” to “We  
relocated” All in Favor  
 
Correspondence: Letter from the office concerning the budget requests turned in 
by January 31st. CIP scoring will be held in February with no dates set at this time. 
We will be informed when they are set so we can schedule to attend. Discussion 
was held about getting the budget done in January. 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Board Comment: J. Leake commented that now we have our bylaws done we 
need to add a signature page with a date they were voted in, then we can send 
them to the County Clerk, and post them on the Township Website. J. Klumpp will 
get this to Jeremy to complete. K. Frisk commented that she has received an 
amended portion to the L’Anse large wind energy ordinance and will get a clean 
copy for all of us to review in January. 
 
 
 



Old Business: 
1- Hendrickson’s Variance Letter: J. Klumpp reported that certified letter was sent 
on November 16th and returned on December 7th. After discussion it was 
discovered that the address it was sent to was wrong. J. Klumpp will resend with 
the correct address. 
2- Mattson Zoning Compliance Permit: J. Klumpp reported that the letter was sent 
on November 16th, arrived in Michigamme on the 17th and sat for 9 days before 
being signed for on the 26th. J. Klumpp asked the postman why it was signed for 
by L. Mattson not D. Mattson, isn’t that against the law to sign for anyone else’s 
mail? The postman said L. Mattson is an agent for D. Mattson and can sign for 
him. With the new date then being December 16th when the 15 days to comply 
are up. K. Frisk said that there are avenues that residents have until the 15 days 
are up. If we do not hear from the resident, we send it to the board since we do 
not have an ordinance enforcer. K. Frisk says the letter can be postdated the 16th. 
She also thinks that the attorney has to review it first. It was decided that J. 
Klumpp will look at the mail on the 19th. J. Leake will call B. DellAngelo about the 
process to make sure.  
3- Dangerous Buildings: J. Leake reported that she spoke with the railroad about 
the building on the north side of railroad street. It is on RR property and they will 
refer it to their legal department and they will probably tear it down. J. Leake also 
spoke with the RR about the spaces being used by many residents for parking on 
the north side of RR street. This will have to be looked into as far as blight 
occurring on this RR property for the entire stretch of RR Street. They knew of no 
legal agreement (prior legal advice) with the RR, mentioned in the blight file. A 
new house was submitted to the dangerous buildings list, 366 East Main, on 
November 16th. J. Leake feels the TB should look for a new building inspector 
since the one we have in mind has not been able to do it as of this date. 
4- CUPPAD: Letters to and from Ryan Soucy were shared with all concerning the 
Master Plan. Discussion was held about starting to dig in on the Master Plan in 
January.  
 
New Business: 
1- Annual Report: Discussion was held about what T. McBride has already done 
for the report. We made notes on changes and additions and will revisit this 
document again before it is due in the spring. K. Frisk has information from citizen 
planner that will help with this report and items needed for the Master Plan.   



2- Interview Questions: We went over the “Think on Your Feet” questions and 
rated the top ones we liked. They can be adjusted to better fit the actual ZA-OE 
position.  
3- Township Newsletter: We will prepare something for the spring. 
4- Land Bank: J. Leake reported that Anne Giroux at the land bank has given us a 
bit more time to submit buildings to the list. They will meet on Dec. 17th for the 
final list decisions. We will submit the township garage located near the post 
office. P. Peterson will be contacted to see if he is interested. J. Leake will speak 
with him and explain how it works. 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Adjournment:  
  


	PC-Minutes-2022-01-13
	PC-Minutes-2022-05-12
	PC-Minutes-2022-06-16
	PC-Minutes-2022-07-14
	PC-Minutes-2022-08-25
	PC-Minutes-2022-09-08
	PC-Minutes-2022-10-13
	PC-Minutes-2022-11-10
	PC-Minutes-2022-11-15
	PC-Minutes-2022-12-07



